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Main Document 
 
This is a survey report for the Wristband Sleep Detector marketplace analysis survey.  
The survey was run during the month of October ‘02, and is endorsed by professor Janet 
Brunelle, representing the Computer Science division of Old Dominion University. The 
survey’s primary goal is to ascertain certain factors pertaining to feasibility-marketability 
of this development product.   The results, which were extremely positive, are listed 
herein.   
 
Some the areas explored were: 
 
General Section: 

• Are people dozing off at inopportune moments 
• Are people interested in a device that would assist them from dozing off 
• Would people wear such a device 
• What type of person and from what area seems most interested 
• How much would a consumer be willing to pay for such a device 

 
General Demographics: 

• Age 
• Gender 
• Locality 
• Occupation 

 
Note: From a database perspective, the primary key focused on occupation in an attempt 
to develop a trend of which occupation appeared most interested.  Secondary keys were 
age and gender.   
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Executive Summary 
 
This survey marks the completion of the marketplace analysis for this phase of the 
project.  The WSD team is extremely delighted with the positive results that this survey 
brought us.  The top finding is the discovery that folks from fifteen different States--
along with a few from outside the country--were genuinely interested in this product.  It 
is no wonder, because confirmed by example 1.3 below, close to 90% of the respondents 
claim to not be suffering from any diagnosed sleep disorder, but yet they are still dozing 
off at work and while driving. That fact represents over 80% of the responses! We also 
allowed for write in responses, which produced responses such as: “Dozed off while 
having sex.” They can be found at the back of this report. 
 
The greatest relief comes from answers in 1.7, 1.8, and 1.9.  There is an option in all three 
questions respectively for the respondent to choose if he or she is “not interested” in our 
product. Anticipation of some margin of error regarding the development of the questions 
was the driving force behind three separate questions having the not interested option.  
This proved to be prophetic, as some chose “not interested” in one question, but not the 
other two.  Out of all the respondents, only one indicated that they were truly not 
interested in this product by selecting all three “not interested” choices.   
 
Interesting as well is the choice of “Very Important” in the responses to question 1.6 
(How important to you is it that you stay awake while doing your job). Over 75% of the 
total respondents selected this choice, but yet over 50% of the total respondents also 
admitted to having dozed off while doing their job.  Thus, there appears to be more than 
just a passing desire for this product to become a reality, but rather an almost desperate 
need. 
 
The respondents appear to be drawn more to the alarm and vibration alerting feature than 
the shock feature.  This is understood, as the shock feature is a rather unique idea without 
any precedence.  However, the team at WSD is confidant folks will “warm up” to the 
idea once the product is developed and proven.   Respondents were also somewhat 
cautious in the realm of pricing.  Males appeared a bit more eager than females to pay a 
higher price, but the real surprise was the finding that showed the under 25 crowd to be 
more willing to pay a higher price than the 26-45 crowd.  This is actually very good 
news. 
 
As always, we would like to extend our sincere thanks to all of you who have participated 
in the survey and have thus made WSD a viable and sincere development product.  I 
would like to also extend thanks to the folks as www.formsite.com for their superb form-
hosting site. 
 
We are the WSD team and we are looking forward to many years of producing tried and 
proven quality products to serve your needs. 
 
Mark Kopmann, Herbert Piland, R. Cort Tompkins, Charles Edmunds, Okiima Pickett, 
Christopher Garrett, Amine Benjelloun. 

http://www.formsite.com/
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Selected Results and Trend Analysis  
 
**All calculations are done by Universe unless otherwise noted. 
 
Drowsy 
 
There is a great deal of research available showing people are not sleeping as well as they 
should for a variety of reasons. This research can be found at organizations such as the 
National Sleep Foundation (NSF, http://www.sleepfoundation.org/ ), the Department of 
Transportation (DOT; http://www.occenvmed.net/dot/fatigue.htm ), et el.. Our survey 
overwhelming confirmed that people do indeed doze off at inopportune times. The survey 
asked if a person had ever dozed off when not desiring to, and almost 85% of those 
surveyed responded yes. 
 

Result Percentage Graph 
Yes 83.8%  
No 14.5%  

 
 
 
Here we will break down by occupation those that said yes or no. 
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http://www.sleepfoundation.org/
http://www.occenvmed.net/dot/fatigue.htm
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Sleep Disorder 
 
Here we look at are those who said they are sleepy due to a sleep disorder. Here the 
overwhelming response was NO.  Apparently, those that said yes they have dozed off 
when not wanting to are sleepy by and of their own devices. 
 

1.3 Do you now, or have you ever suffered from a sleep disorder? 

Result Responses Percentage Graph 
Yes 7 11.2%  
No 55 88.7%  

 
 
Importance of staying awake 
 
Our survey shows that 100% of the respondents felt it very important to stay awake while 
driving, and almost 80% felt the same about work.  Included below are both the survey 
results, and a break down of which occupations felt it only “somewhat” important to stay 
awake on the job. 
 

1.5 How important to you is it that you stay awake while driving? 

Result Responses Percentage Graph 
Not 
important 0 0.0%  

Somewhat 
important 0 0.0%  

Very 
important 62 100.0%  

 

1.6 How important to you is it that you stay awake while doing your job? 

Result Responses Percentage Graph 
Not important 0 0.0%  
Somewhat 
important 13 20.9%  

Very 
important 48 77.4%  
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Breakdown of occupations that answered “somewhat important.”  
**Calculated by participation 
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Alerting Method 
 
When only offered one choice, over 85% of those surveyed preferred to be awakened by 
either an audible tone (alarm) or vibration.   

1.9a If only one option were allowed, what would be your preferred method of being 
awakened? 

Result Responses Percentage Graph 
Alarm 15 29.4%  
Mild 
shock 7 13.7%  

Vibration 27 52.9%  
 
Broken down by Gender: 
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What do people want, and who wants it? 
 
Next is the results to the question asked of whether or not people would want something 
attractive, and if it had to be a useful watch or not.  Over 63% wanted the device to tell 
time, and half want something attractive. 
 

1.7 Is it important to you that this device be an attractive watch? Or could it just be an 
effective wrist worn device? 

Result Responses Percentage Graph 
Want an attractive watch 23 37.0%  
Want an attractive device, don't care about the 
watch 8 12.9%  

Don't care what it looks like, but I want it to tell 
time 8 12.9%  

As long as it wakes me as needed, I don't care 
about the rest 14 22.5%  

Not interested 8 12.9%  
 
Break down by age: 
 

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

25 and
under

26-35 36-45 45+

As long as it wakes me

Don't care what it looks
like
Want an attractive
device
Want an attractive
watch
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Breakdown by Gender: 
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How much are they willing to pay? 
 
While the results of this survey indicate a profound interest in the product, it appears that 
most who replied wanted it to be priced at or below $50 if it also functions as a watch.  If 
it doesn’t function as a watch, then folks don’t appear to be interested as close to 75% 
weren’t willing to even pay $25. 
 
Overall results: 

1.10 How much would you be willing to pay for a proven and effective watch that could 
assist you in staying awake? 

Result Responses Percentage Graph 
Less than 
$25 23 37.0%  

25-49 23 37.0%  
50-99 12 19.3%  
100-150 3 4.8%  
150+ 0 0.0%  
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1.11 How much would you be willing to pay for just a plain, but effective, wrist worn 
device (that assists you to stay awake)? 

Result Responses Percentage Graph 
Less 
than $25 42 67.7%  

25-49 13 20.9%  
50-99 6 9.6%  
100-150 0 0.0%  
150+ 0 0.0%  

 
 
Results by Age (for a watch type device): 
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Results by Gender (for a watch type device): 
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Results by occupation of those who answered that they would be willing to pay less than, 
or greater than, fifty dollars (US).  
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WSD Complete Survey Results 
 

1.1 Have you ever dozed off when you didn't want to? 

Result Responses Percentage Graph 
Yes 52 83.8%  
No 9 14.5%  

 

 

1.2 Choose all which best describes where you dozed off (and didn't want to) 

Result Responses Percentage Graph 
Work 28 50.9%  
School (during class, studying 
for, etc) 42 76.3%  

Jury Duty 0 0.0%  
Hunting 0 0.0%  
Driving 17 30.9%  
 

 

If other (or more) than those above, please type in one or two words describing 
where you dozed off (but didn't want to) 

Watching soccer videos with the coach 
At Computer, Between Times Of Other Events, At Movies 
watching TV 
movies, 
Pleasure reading 
Theatre -- Musical 
during a movie, concert, or sermon 
My Couch 
Having sex 
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1.3 Do you now, or have you ever suffered from a sleep disorder? 

Result Responses Percentage Graph 
Yes 7 11.2%  
No 55 88.7%  
        

 
 

1.4 Have you ever used an aid to help you stay awake? (Choose all that apply). 

Result Responses Percentage Graph 
Worn device 0 0.0%  
Stimulants (coffee, caffine 
pills, etc) 42 67.7%  

Other 2 3.2%  
 

 

1.5 How important to you is it that you stay awake while driving? 

Result Responses Percentage Graph 
Not 
important 0 0.0%  

Somewhat 
important 0 0.0%  

Very 
important 62 100.0%  

 
 

1.6 How important to you is it that you stay awake while doing your job? 

Result Responses Percentage Graph 
Not important 0 0.0%  
Somewhat 
important 13 20.9%  

Very 
important 48 77.4%  
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1.7 Is it important to you that this device be an attractive watch? Or could it just be 
an effective wrist worn device? 

Result Responses Percentage Graph 
Want an attractive watch 23 37.0%  
Want an attractive device, don't care about the 
watch 8 12.9%  

Don't care what it looks like, but I want it to tell 
time 8 12.9%  

As long as it wakes me as needed, I don't care 
about the rest 14 22.5%  

Not interested 8 12.9%  
 

 

1.8 And you would wear this device on your wrist 

Result Responses Percentage Graph 
Always 10 16.1%  
As 
needed 48 77.4%  

Never 4 6.4%  
 

 

1.9 How would you want this device to wake you? 

Result Responses Percentage Graph 
Alarm 9 14.5%  
Mild shock 2 3.2%  
Vibration 13 20.9%  
Combination of the above 15 24.1%  
It would depend on the 
situation 20 32.2%  

I like my sleep, now go away 2 3.2%  
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1.9a If only one option were allowed, what would be your preferred method of being 
awakened? 

Result Responses Percentage Graph 
Alarm 15 29.4%  
Mild 
shock 7 13.7%  

Vibration 27 52.9%  
 

 

1.10 How much would you be willing to pay for a proven and effective watch that 
could assist you in staying awake? 

Result Responses Percentage Graph 
Less than 
$25 23 37.0%  

25-49 23 37.0%  
50-99 12 19.3%  
100-150 3 4.8%  
150+ 0 0.0%  

 
 

1.11 How much would you be willing to pay for just a plain, but effective, wrist 
worn device (that assists you to stay awake)? 

Result Responses Percentage Graph 
Less 
than $25 42 67.7%  

25-49 13 20.9%  
50-99 6 9.6%  
100-150 0 0.0%  
150+ 0 0.0%  
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2.1 What best describes your current occupation? 

Result Responses Percentage Graph 
Tradesman 1 1.6%  
Shipping 0 0.0%  
Aviation 0 0.0%  
Student 23 37.0%  
Security 0 0.0%  
Professional 8 12.9%  
Educator 5 8.0%  
Professional driver (truck, taxi, 
etc.) 1 1.6%  

Government 0 0.0%  
Heavy Equipment Operator 0 0.0%  
Factory worker 0 0.0%  
Military 1 1.6%  
Public Servant 0 0.0%  
Legal 4 6.4%  
Food services 2 3.2%  
Health provider/services 5 8.0%  
Homemaker 2 3.2%  
Retired 2 3.2%  
Other 7 11.2%  

 
 

2.2 Age 

Result Responses Percentage Graph 
25 and 
under 25 40.3%  

26-35 17 27.4%  
36-45 11 17.7%  
45+ 9 14.5%  
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2.3 Gender 

Result Responses Percentage Graph 
Male 23 37.0%  
Female 39 62.9%  

 
 

2.4 What is the highest level of education you have completed? 

Result Responses Percentage Graph 
High School 21 33.8%  
College 34 54.8%  
Graduate/Master's 3 4.8%  
Graduate/Doctorate 2 3.2%  

 
 

2.5 Where do you reside? (Only those States with respondents are listed) 

Result Responses Percentage Graph 
Outside the 
USA 2 3.2%  

California 1 1.6%  
Florida 2 3.2%  
Georgia 2 3.2%  
Illinois 12 19.3%  
Indiana 2 3.2%  
Montana 1 1.6%  
New York 1 1.6%  
North 
Carolina 1 1.6%  

Pennsylvania 2 3.2%  
Rhode Island 1 1.6%  
South 
Carolina 1 1.6%  

Tennessee 1 1.6%  
Texas 1 1.6%  
Virginia 31 50.0%  
    

© WSD October, 2002 
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