MEMORANDUM

To:

Thomas Isenhour, Provost 

Through:
Joseph Rule, Interim Dean

[ ] Concur



College of Sciences

            [ ] Do Not Concur, see Attached

From:

Kurt Maly, Chair



Computer Science

Date:

January 27, 2007
Re:

Annual Faculty Evaluation, Michael Nelson

Teaching

In CY 2006, Prof. Nelson taught:

1. CS 751/851, Introduction to Digital Libraries, Fall 2006, 10 students.  Overall rating 5.00/5.00

2. CS 418/518, Web Programming, Fall 2006, 22 students.  Overall rating 4.87/5.0

3. CS 791/891, Economics of Information Seminar, Spring 2006, 27 students.  Overall rating 4.77/5.0

4. CS 495/595, Web Server Design, Spring 2006, 15 students.  Overall rating 4.67/5.0

He developed all of the classes that he taught, including the CS 418/518 course that had not been taught in many years (and thus, because of its subject matter, required a ground-up development).  The Introduction to Digital Libraries course (CS 751/851) was recently promoted from a “topics” course to a class with a permanent catalog number.  This course is the cornerstone of the department’s digital library educational focus. His mean overall effectiveness rating (4.92/5.00) is well above the departmental (3.83/5.00) and college (4.12/5.00) means.  He is currently supervising 3 MS students and 3 PhD students.

Research

Prof. Nelson had 10 refereed publications during CY 2006 as well as 3 non-refereed publications.  He has given 5 talks (4 of which were invited) or at various universities, agencies, and associations.  He is the PI on active grants with NASA Langley Research Center ($50k), Library of Congress ($16k) and two NSF grants ($111k & $101k). More importantly, he has just been named as a recipient of the prestigious five year NSF CAREER  Award ($540k).  Prof. Nelson is the first in the computer science department to receive this award and is only the 4th ODU professor to do so.  He has also received preliminary acceptance of a three year, $730k award with the Library of Congress scheduled to begin summer 2007.

Service

Prof. Nelson continues to be active in the digital library community and is serving as the Workshops Chair for the 2007 ACM/IEEE Joint Conference on Digital Libraries (JCDL).  He was chosen to be on the Open Archives Initiative Object Reuse and Exchange technical committee (OAI-ORE), an honor bestowed because of his prominent service on the extremely successful OAI-PMH technical committee.  He has also serves editorial boards of the ACM Journal of Educational Resources in Computing (JERIC) and the International Journal on Digital Libraries (IJDL).  He continues to serve as a reviewer for various ACM & IEEE  journals as well as serve as an NSF panelist.

From the above information, provided by Prof. Nelson himself, its evaluation by the faculty of the Computer Science Department and my own evaluation, I conclude that Prof. Nelson has met all the expectations of the performance of an assistant professor.

My overall rating within the rank of tenure track faculty is:  Excellent.

___________________________           
___________________________

Michael Nelson, Assistant Professor 

Kurt Maly, Chair
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