Memorandum

To:  C. Michael Overstreet, Interim Chair of Computer Science
From:  Steven Zeil, Chair of Promotion and Tenure Committee

Date: November 2, 2007
Re: Contract renewal for Michael Nelson

The committee has reviewed the performance of Dr. Michael Nelson in the areas of research, teaching, and service for the 2006-2007 academic year.

Research: 
Michael has an excellent publication record in this time period. He is well-funded, notably including a very prestigious NSF Career award. One of his students has just successfully defended his PhD dissertation. His work is, by all accounts, high profile and well regarded.
Teaching:
He has taught CS418/518 Web Programming, one of the more popular electives in our program, a topics course at the 400/500 level in web server design, and more specialized graduate seminars related to his area of research. His student evaluations are very strong. Although student evaluations in graduate seminars are frequently more generous than for the program as a whole, a careful look at his evaluations shows that his 400/500 level offerings have also been very well received.
Service: 
He is a member of the editorial board for one journal, has served as a member of two program/technical committees, and has been workshops chair for a significant conference.
The committee recommends unanimously that he be renewed as Assistant Professor for next year.

