Forum Requirements

CS 300



Each student is required to prepare a forum presentation for the successful completion of the course. Students will work in small groups in order to determine the topic for debate.  The primary means of communication with group members will be via discussion boards in Blackboard.  Students will be assigned to a group, and a discussion area will be created for each group.  The instructor will also be a member of each group and may participate in the discussions to offer advice or provide information. The groups will be assigned to one of the major course topics (ie education, transportation, medicine, privacy, etc).  Each of these topics is scheduled to be addressed during a particular week during the semester.  Students should alert the instructor within the first few weeks of the course if work requirements or other uncontrollable scheduled events coincide with their particular due date.
The students in each group must work together to decide upon the actual forum discussion topic.  This topic must address a current and debatable issue related to the course coverage.  For example, the transportation group may decide to discuss the system that monitors major traffic intersections and issues ticket automatically to drivers who run red lights.  Once the group decides upon a topic, a Forum Statement must be agreed upon by all group members, and subsequently approved by the instructor.  This statement should be phrased so that it stimulates discussion and debate.  This statement will be posted for all students to review and research prior to the presentations.  Each student in the group must decide upon their position related to the statement; “for” or “against”.  These are the only group deliverables.

Each student will now work on their own, with no help from group members.  Each student will prepare individual presentations pertaining to their views of the impacts of such technologies.  Each member will perform their own research to support their position, either for or against this technology.  Subtopics might include:  societal benefits, negative societal impacts, obsolescence, loss of jobs, inefficiency, legal issues, etc.

The purpose of the presentation is to summarize salient issues relative to a given topic and set out relevant positions and other discussion points in a typical forum format. Each student's portion of the group presentation should last about 7 minutes. After students have viewed the presentations, they will participate in discussions led by the forum group members via a discussion board. The issues are to be determined by the forum groups giving the presentation. It is important that all students participate in this discussion. As such, the participation of all students will be graded.  

Every student will complete an evaluation of the group, to include an evaluation of individual presenters. A form for these evaluations can be found under the Course Information section of Blackboard. These evaluations will comprise a portion of the weekly discussion grade. 

Forum groups will be assigned a specific societal topic, and must prepare their presentations for delivery the week in which that societal topic is covered in the course schedule.   Due to the nature of this web-based course, forum deliveries will be pre-recorded. Students will utilize PowerPoint as a presentation aid with associated voice files.  The PowerPoint files and audio files will be combines using Microsoft Producer. A tutorial will be provided for instruction of this process under the Assignment section of Blackboard.

A summary of the steps:

1.  Determine your forum group assignment.

2.  Verify that your schedule will accommodate the assigned due dates.  Only uncontrollable circumstances will result in a change of group.

3.  Begin to research current issues related to the societal area.

4.  Share this research with your group members through the Discussion Board in Blackboard.

5.  The group members should decide upon a single debatable topic.

6.  Once a topic is determined – a forum statement must be written.

7.  The instructor must approve this statement.

8.  The group should determine which members will argue in support of the statement, and which members will argue against the statement.  This should be as evenly divided as possible.

9.  Each group member will perform their own research on the statement, and prepare their own presentation.

10.  The presentations will be posted for all students to view in the Student Presentation section of Blackboard.
11.  A Discussion Board will be created (in Blackboard) for all students to use in debating the issues raised by the presentations.

12.  Each group member will post their position and primary support, and will monitor posts to their position:  posting responses as needed. (Minimum of 5 posts for full credit)

13.  All other students will reply to the group member posts with their comments and impressions or questions. (Minimum of 3 posts for full credit)

14.  Students who were not members of the forum presentation group will complete a forum evaluation form that will be available in the Assignment section of Blackboard.



